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Abstract
According to the decisions made by the 2nd APT Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-14 was held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, on May 3rd, 2013, Working Group 1 has developed this Issue Paper to consider and facilitate affective discussion on the issues relating to ITU-D programs for upcoming strategic period.
This Issue Paper intends to stimulate regional discussion on these issues of interest to the Asia-Pacific region. Based on the discussion, WG1 will identify possible items for APT Common Proposals. 

This Paper identifies following issues to be the key issues that the Group needs to look into and prepare proposals for the WTDC-14.

Key issues discussed in this Paper are as follows: 

1. Consideration of the ITU Strategic goal and objectives relating to the ITU-D programs.

2. Consideration of Resolutions, Recommendations and Decisions relating to the ITU-D programs.

3. Priority areas and key issues required for development and preparation of draft Common Proposals relating to the ITU-D programs.

APT members are kindly invited and encouraged to actively contribute comments on this Issue Paper.

Introduction / Background

APT played a key role in coordinating the Asia-Pacific input to the World Telecom Development Conferences in the past. Similarly, APT will be coordinating the regional input to the World Telecommunications Development Conference 2014 (WTDC-14). 

The 1st Preparatory Meeting for the preparation of for WTDC-14 was held in Seoul, Korea from 3 - 4 April 2013, which established the structure and terms of reference for the preparatory process, for the Preparatory Groups to coordinate and prepare regional common proposals to the Conference. 

The ITU held its Asia-Pacific Regional Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-14 (RPM‑ASP) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, from 29 April - 2 May 2013, followed by the 2nd APT Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-14 on 3 May 2013.

As a result of discussions during the RPM-ASP, the 2nd APT preparatory meeting for WTDC‑14 agreed to revise the structure and terms of reference for the Working Groups. In accordingly, Working Group 1 will consider issues related to ITU-D programs. ITU Programs is consisting of:

· Programme 1: Programme on information and communication infrastructure and technology development.

· Programme 2: Programme on cybersecurity, ICT applications and IP-based network-related issues.

· Programme 3: Programme on enabling environment.

· Programme 4: Programme on capacity building and digital inclusion.

· Programme 5: Programme for least developed countries
, countries in special need
, emergency telecommunications and climate-change adaptation.
Upon member countries’ consensus on specific issues, APT Common Proposal(s) for WTDC-14 will be discussed, developed and circulated to all APT members for comment on the contents.

Terms of Reference of Working Group 1 

The Group will prepare regional contribution to programs of the WTDC-14. In this regard, the Group will prepare regional inputs to the following works. 

· To consider matters relating to programs taking into account the strategic goals and objectives of the ITU in particular to those of ITU-D; 

· To consider Resolutions, Recommendations and Decisions relating to the ITU-D programs;

· To identify priority areas and key issues required for development and preparation of draft common proposals relating to the ITU-D programs.

Discussion on Issues

The above ToR has defined primarily the work of the WG1. However, considering the outcome of the ITU’s Regional Preparatory Meeting for Asia Pacific (RPM-ASP), the Group needs to elaborate on any other issues that need to be discussed and proposed to the WTDC-14 as the APT Common Proposal. After studying the outcome of the RPM-ASP, the following issues are identified for the group’s discussion. Member countries are most welcome to propose any other issues not included in this Paper.

Summary of proposals for further discussion and action

From the documents received at the ASP RPM 13, the WG1 has studied and proposed following issues to be discussed at the 3rd APT meeting to be held in Australia:

	Issue
	Description
	Action required

	Issues relating to programs.
	The following proposals were made to the RPM-ASP relating the ITU-D programs:

- Indonesia (Doc.5) has proposed building international collaboration on multistakeholder empowerment of ICT Volunteers.

- Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Doc. 10) has proposed the issue relating to Regional co-operation in leveraging benefits of telecom/ICT in other sectors such as m-banking, e-edu, e-health ...

- Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Doc. 13) has proposed issue relating to the Regional cooperation to promote Cloud Computing in the Region.

- Cellular Operators Association of India (Doc. 23) has proposed on facilitating Payment through Mobile Phones, and financial inclusion.

- Bhutan (Doc. 24) has proposed the ITU-D assistance to m-governance (G2C – Government-to-Citizen).

- Pakistan (Doc. 33) has proposed on the Telecom/ICT policies and regulations. Pakistan is ready to share its experience in this particular area with other regional countries or to support the objectives of ITU to foster the development of ICT in Asia Pacific Region.
- Pakistan (Doc. 34) has proposed on the ICT needs in developing countries. Pakistan is also ready to share its experience in this particular area with other regional countries or to support the objectives of ITU to foster the development of ICT in Asia Pacific Region.
	Review or update the issues as needed. 

APT Members may wish to discuss and consider to agree certain proposal(s) to become APT common proposal(s) at the 3rd APT Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-14.

APT Members may wish to further discuss and consider new proposals if any.

	Resolutions, Recommendations and Decisions relating to the ITU-D programs.
	Programme 1: relevant WTDC-10 resolutions: 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 30, 33, 35, 37, 39, 43, 47, 50, 51, 57, 59, 62.
	APT Members may wish to consider their proposals relating to the relevant WTDC-10 resolutions and programmes.

Revision of relevant resolution and programme may be raised out.

	
	Programme 2: relevant WTDC-10 resolutions: 45, 54, 63, 65, 66, 67, 69, 72, and 74.
	

	
	Programme 3: relevant WTDC-10 resolutions: 8, 11, 13, 22, 23, 30, 32, 37, 48, 55, 64, 71, and 72.
	

	
	Programme 4: relevant WTDC-10 resolutions: 11, 17, 35, 37, 38, 40, 46, 48, 55, 56, 58, 68, 70, and 73.
	

	
	Programme 5: relevant WTDC-10 resolutions: 16, 25, 26, 34, 57, 60, 66, and 69.
	

	Priority areas and key issues required for development and preparation of CP drafts.
	To date there have been no proposals from APT Members on this issue
	APT Members may wish to consider this issue


Conclusions

From the proposals received at the RPM-ASP 13, WG1 raises different issues that could be studied to make common proposals of the Asia Pacific Region to the WTDC-14. We welcome comments and new proposals, if any, from the APT Members
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� The list of least developed countries is subject to review by the United Nations Committee for Development Policy.


� Small island developing states, landlocked developing countries, low-lying coastal countries and countries emerging out of war situations or affected by natural disasters.
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