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Introduction
While reviewing the status of the current Plenipotentiary Conference Resolutions, it was noted that a closed circuit has been established between some Resolutions of the Plenipotentiary Conference and those of namely ITU-D, ITU-T and in some cases of ITU-R in such a manner that some given resolutions of, for example the Plenipotentiary Conference, are modified and then submitted to the subsequent Sector’s Assemblies and /or Sector Conference. Then the output of that Sector’s Assembly/Assemblies or Sector Conference is submitted to the next Sector’s Assemblies and/or Sector Conference and so on.

It was noted that such a closed circuit creates considerable workload to every Plenipotentiary Conference and every Sector’s Assembly/Assemblies or Sector Conference.

Proposal

[ACP/12/16]
Recognizing that such practices may be inefficient and counterproductive, it is proposed that:
1. Such practices should be discouraged. 

2. There should be minimal change to the Resolutions of the previous Plenipotentiary Conferences or Sector’s Assemblies or Conferences unless it is absolutely necessary.
3. The Plenipotentiary Conference be invited to consider whether the issue of a Resolution is relevant to a specific ITU Sector or the ITU as a whole – 

· If it is relevant to the ITU as a whole, the Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to adopt a Resolution, as appropriate.

· If it is relevant to a specific Sector, the Plenipotentiary Conference is invited to refer the issue to the relevant Sector’s Assembly or Conference rather than adopting a Plenipotentiary Resolution on the issue.

· Similarly, Sector Assemblies or Conferences are invited to refer issues which are beyond the scope of that Sector to the Plenipotentiary Conference, through the Secretary-General, rather than adopting a Resolution on the issue.

4. If it is necessary to refer to the Resolution of another Assembly or Conference, a simple cross-reference may be sufficient rather than quoting the entire text of those relevant Resolutions.

5. In the event that there are several Resolutions covering the same topic, a potential merger of these Resolutions may result in unintended consequences and may no longer reflect the consensus achieved at the time these Resolutions were adopted.  Hence such potential merging of Resolutions should be considered with caution. 

6. If there is no consensus to suppress a Resolution, where its retention does not cause any difficulties, then this may be retained.  Hence further pursuit of the matter may not be efficient due to the time constraint of the Assembly or Conference.

7. While noting 2 above, if a new Resolution’s topic is already covered by an existing Resolution, then it may be more efficient to incorporate this topic into the existing Resolution, as appropriate.  

8. As a matter of principle, new Resolutions should have an expository part (considering, noting, recalling, etc.) and a depository part (resolves etc.).

9. Discussions may wish to focus on the depository part rather than the expository part.  The number of expository items should be the minimum necessary which are sufficient to reflect the depository items.

10. Cross-reference to the ITU Constitution and Convention or Administrative Regulations should be the minimum necessary and should be included within the “recognizing” part of the Resolution.
11. It has been noted that various Plenipotentiary Resolutions contain cross-references to Resolutions of different Sectors.  When these cross-referenced Resolutions are updated it may necessitate updating the Resolution that cross-references them. This creates additional work and it is proposed that the Directors of each Sector be instructed to review the relevant Plenipotentiary Resolutions to provide an updated version to the Plenipotentiary Conference.
In view of the above, PP-10 and future Plenipotentiary Conferences are invited to establish an Ad hoc group of Plenary (dealing with principles of Resolutions) to review all proposed changes and carefully examine their status on whether changes are necessary and whether the objectives of the modified or new Resolution could be included in other existing resolution with a view to also examine combining various resolutions covering same topic.
Furthermore, PP-10 is invited to instruct the Sector Assemblies and Conferences to implement the decision taken by PP-10 in this regard to pursue the necessary action as appropriate. 
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