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1. Introduction

Having consideration of press needs of developing countries in approaching and participating in ITU standardization activities and narrowing down the standardization gap, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly 2008 revised and strengthened Resolution 44 with updating the action plan.  

This proposal intends to update the Resolution 123 in line with the modification of Resolution 44 of WTSA-08 and current progress of work operation in ITU. It includes some editorial changes. 

1. Proposal

It is proposed to modify Resolution 123 as attached herewith. 

ACP/XX/12

MOD
RESOLUTION  123  Rev. (Veracruz, 2010 Rev. Antalya, 2006)

Bridging the standardization gap between 
developing and developed countries

The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Veracruz, 2010 Rev. Antalya, 2006),

considering

a)
that “the Union shall in particular facilitate the worldwide standardization of telecommunications, with a satisfactory quality of service” (Article 1 of the ITU Constitution);

b)
that, in connection with the functions and structure of the Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T), in Article 17, the Constitution indicates that those functions shall be “..., bearing in mind the particular concerns of the developing countries, to fulfill the purposes of the Union...”;

c)
that, under the strategic plan for the Union for 2012 – 2015 2008-2011, ITU-T is to work to provide support and assistance to the membership, mainly to developing countries, in relation to standardization matters, information and communication network infrastructure and applications, and in particular with respect to (a) bridging the digital divide and (b) providing training and producing relevant training materials for capacity building,
considering further

a)
that the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly adopted Resolutions 44 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004), 53 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004) and 54 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004) as well as Resolution 17 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004) to assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries; 
b)
that the World Telecommunication Development Conference adopted Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006), which calls for activities to enhance knowledge and effective application of recommendations of ITU-T and of the ITU Radio​communication Sector (ITU-R) in developing countries, and Resolution 37 (Rev. Doha, 2006), which recognizes the need to create digital opportunities in developing countries,
recalling

that the Geneva Plan of Action and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society of the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) emphasize efforts to overcome the digital divide and development divides,

noting

the following goals in the strategic plan for the Union for 2012 – 2015 2008-2011, adopted in Resolution 71 (Veracruz, 2010 Rev. Antalya, 2006) of this conference:

•
Goal 1: Maintaining and extending international cooperation among all Member States and with relevant regional organizations for the improvement and rational use of information and communication infrastructure of all kinds, taking the appropriate leading role in United Nations system initiatives on ICTs, as called for by the relevant WSIS outcomes;

•
Goal 2: Assisting in bridging the national and international digital divides in ICTs, by facilitating interoperability, interconnection and global connectivity of networks and services, and by playing a leading role, within its mandate, in the multistakeholder process for the follow-up and implementation of the relevant WSIS goals and objectives;

•
Goal 6: Disseminating information and know-how to provide the membership and the wider community, particularly developing countries, with capabilities to leverage the benefits of, inter alia, private-sector participation, competition, globalization, network security and efficiency and technological change in their ICT sector, and enhancing the capacity of ITU Member States, in particular developing countries, for innovation in ICTs, 

recognizing

a)
the continued shortage of human resources in the standardization field in developing countries, resulting in a low level of developing-country participation in ITU-T and ITU-R meetings and, consequently, in the standards-making process, leading to difficulties when interpreting ITU-T and ITU-R recommendations;

b)
ongoing challenges relating to capacity building, in particular for developing countries, in the light of rapid technological innovation and increased convergence,

taking into account

a)
that developing countries could benefit from improved capability in the application and development of standards;

b)
that ITU-T and ITU-R activities and the telecommuni​cation/information and communication technology (ICT) market could also benefit from better involvement of developing countries in standard-making and standards application;

c)
that initiatives to assist in bridging the standardization gap are intrinsic to, and are a high priority task of, the Union,

resolves to instruct the Secretary-General and the Directors of the three Bureaux

1
to work closely with each other on the follow-up and implementation of this resolution, as well as the operative paragraphs of Resolutions 44 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004), 54 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004) and 17 (Johannesburg, 2008 Florianópolis, 2004) and Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006) that assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries;
2
to maintain, to the extent practicable, a close coordination mechanism among the three Sectors at the regional level through ITU regional offices;

3
 to further collaborate with the relevant regional organizations and support their work in this area, 

invites Member States and Sector Members

to make voluntary contributions to the fund for bridging the standardization gap, as well as to undertake concrete actions to support the actions and initiatives of ITU in this matter.

